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1. THESIS STATEMENT 

Present the project’s argument or interpretation in two sentences. If you are using the NHD theme, you 
might want to make it evident in your thesis statement. 

The Anti-Cruelty Society was created on March 7, 1899 to suppress cruelty to animals, educate the public 
on humane treatment, and create a refuge for strays. The society elected Mrs. Theodore Thomas as their 
president and she became the first women to be the head of a Humane Society. Since the society opened, 
it has been saving the lives of thousands of animals in the Chicagoland area. 

2. SUMMARY OF PROJECT 

Briefly explain your project and its conclusion. Include: How and why did change happen and what was the 
impact? Why is it historically significant? What historical meaning or importance can we learn from your 
findings? 

The Anti-Cruelty Society was created on March 7, 1899 by a group of five women to suppress 
cruelty to animals, educate the public on humane treatment, and create a refuge for strays. The 
society elected Mrs. Theodore Thomas as their president and she became the first women to be 
the head of a Humane Society. As time went on, the society opened its first shelter which acted 
as a refuge for homeless cats and dogs and later opened animal ambulances, vet offices, and 


















new and improved shelters. Along with this, the society did lots of work saving workhorses by 
opening a Horse Haven, educating owners about the proper treatment of these horses, and 
creating hundreds of water troughs throughout the city. The society also educated the public 
about the humane treatment of animals by hosting lectures, posting posters throughout the city, 
and working with the Chicago Public Schools. The Anti-Cruelty Society has directly helped 
Chicago keep their homeless animal population down by spaying and neutering animals for free 
and making their vet clinic a clinic for low income pet owners. They have also made adoption 
fees cheap and programs free so low income individuals can afford to have a companion. The 
Society has indirectly helped Chicago by teaching the public how to properly care for animals 
and by providing programs for all ages on animal training and treatment. Because the Society is 
the largest and oldest animal welfare group in Chicago, the Society has inspired many other 
shelters and groups to open throughout Chicago and Illinois. The Society has helped save 
animals from all decades and has never given up on their mission, "Building a community of 
caring by helping pets and educating people. ” 

3. Required for projects using the National History Day theme only. 

Explain how this project integrates the NHD theme “Taking a Stand in [Chicago/IL] History” into its 
argument. 

The Society took a stand for animals in Chicago that couldn’t talk for themselves. They fought for the 
humane treatment of all animals and attempted to find homes for all the animals they saved. Along with this 
they taught the public on proper care for all animals. 

4. PROCESS 

A. What historical question did you start off with — and how did it change once you began doing your 
research? 

How did the Anti-Cruelty Society help animals in the Chicagoland area? Changed to: How did the 
establishment of the Anti-Cruelty Society help animals all over the Chicagoland area during the early 1800s 
till the 1940s? 

B. What kinds of sources did you use as evidence to develop your argument (for example, letters, 
photographs, 

government documents, interviews, etc.)? 

I used pictures, posters, interviews, and newspaper articles. 

C. Select one piece of evidence that you used and explain how it influenced your argument. 

I used posters to show how the society helped teach the public on how to properly treat animals. 

D. List libraries (other than school), museums, and other institutions that you visited to do your 
research. 

None 



